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To _— LR e S, 171272021
Dr. Shashi Tharoer, A | | 7
Chai_rperson, _

Department Related Standing —Com_f_nitte'e on Information Technology

- Subject - Recommendatlons on the subject of* “Indian Film Industry: Problems and Challenges”
~ in reference to Notification No, 3210 dated 21ht October. 2021 under Bulletin No. I of Lok =
Sabha. :

ReSpected sit,

With 1"eferenee to Notiﬁcatioﬁ 1no. 3210 issued under Bulletin-Part-IT o_f the Lok Sabha, we the
Indian Music Industry (IMI) are writing this répresentation. The Indian Music Industry (IMI) -~
is the apex body that represents the busirne‘ss and trade interests of the recorded music 'ir,i'dustry ,

in India. IMI is r'eoistered under the W‘esrt Bengal Secieties Retﬁstration Act; 1961.

While examining the subject ‘[ndlan ﬁlm 1ndustry p1oblems and ‘challenges”, we would
request you to please scrutiriize ‘the problems taced by the Indlan recorded music mdustry o

which has a symb10t1e relatlonship Wlth the film mdustry

70%.0f music in 1 India is ﬁlm based L The lecorded musw industry at a pan -India level is always 7
the first external investor in productions of the Indlan film mdustry, where close to 1000 tilms

are pr_oduced yearly 1 in Incha:‘ -

1 https //mduanm| org/wp content/uploads/2021/04/A Case for-Free- Nlarket ECDﬂOf'ﬂICS in- the-lnd|an aff-rlrated ig %

Recorded- Music-Industry.pdf " -

2 Bollvwood for begmners our gmde to lndia s billion-dollar fllm mdustrv (trafalgar com)
,representirig the .

recording industry
worldwide
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The Indian film: 1ndust1y is e&.ttmated to lose atound 222,000 crore -and around 60 000 jobs
every year because of pnacy * Moreover, onhne hlm pnaoy showed a 62%" rnonth on- month -

increase frorn_ February to March 2020.

This piracy in the ﬂlrn- industry also has a devaStati’nG effecton the Indian recorded music
industry, given that a song is easiest to download Ifon average, an [ndian film teattn es4 sound -
tracks, the 2446° tllms produced within the country wouid mean 9, 7836 film soundtracks would
have been released in the same year. Thetetore the recorded music mdustry is attected by
piracy on two- fronts- one is hlm pndcy and the other is music piracy. If n‘mstc plracy i3 not
addressed on. both fronts, it will eventually nnpact the Indian film 1ndustry smce most Indian

films have an average of 4 songs per film’, and 70%"® of music consumed in India is film music.

IMI welcomes the recently proposed C inematogratph (Amendment) ‘Bill 2021 (hereinafter
referred to as “Tt_te Bill"’), which introduces an anti-camcording provision under‘ Section 6 AA
to control the menace of physical piracy. ' However the Bill should also keep in mind measures

to combat online pnacy, which is a major issue plaoutncr the me‘atwe sector today

‘ The digital era has enabled anyone w1th an internet connectton to illeg lly copy and dtstnbuto
proprietary cinematographic content onhne Just as IECOIdIHU devices such as camcorders
enable phy sical piracy, stream ripping websites, ‘and peer to peer netwoﬂxs amongst others
hcthtdte dloltal piracy. In fact, it is esttmated that digital pnacy through such platforms that -
are host ‘to music oontent lead to revenue losses ot INR 217 Cr. to INR 300 Cr. annually9 for
the recorded muqlc industry. These onlme pn_‘ate pl'ttforms 1nh1nge the copynaht in films Where ,

music 1s 1rnbedded in the mov1e

3 https: /jeconomlctlmes indiatimes. com/1ndustry/medta/entertamment/wew whv combatlng music-piracy-in-
india-is-a- Iosnng—battle/artlcleshow/76182858 cms?from mdr .

* https://www.livemint. com/news/mdla/mdta-sees blg spike-in- -film-piracy- post covid- 19-
11589183182123.html

5 https://indianmi.org/wp- content/uploads/2021/05/lNII -Economic- Report Final.pdf -

5 https://indianmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IMI- Economic-Report-Final.pdf

7 https://soundcharts.com/blog/india-music-market- overview#:~:text= th|ng%3A%20mov1e%ZOsoundtracks =
Bollywood%20and%20Film%20Music, and%ZOrecorded%ZOspemﬂcaIIy%20for%20that

8 https:/findianmi.org/wp- content/upioads/2021/04/A Case for Free-Market-Economics-in-the-Indian-
Recorded-Music-Industry. pdf : .
? https: //lndtanml org/wp:- content/unload5/2021/04/A Case for- Free Market Economics-in-the-Indian- '
Recorded-Music- Industry pdf
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Keeping all the above tactors nnnd in order for the Bill to be more ettectwe in the dlgltal era,

and for it to ttuly meet its stated obJecttve of curbm ptracy, 1t must take a more hohsttc
approach and introduce meabures to tackle dwttal piracy. Thus, IMI humbly recommends |
extending c;ant,tlons similar to those proposed for camcord1n0 under Sectton 7 (IA) of the Bill
against those who engage in uploadmo of mtnnﬂmg content on online plattorms This will act .

as a deterrent for those who- upload copyrtghted content onto such ptrate platforms, and Wlll.

provide copynﬂfht owners with ammunition to pr otect theu: content in the dtgltal sphere

Otherwise, allowing. the current Bill to stand as is Would be akin ‘to crtmtnahsmﬂ ptck-

pocketing on the streets but allcwmg ptckfpocketmg from efwallets._ '

Best regards,

7- Blgise Fernandes
President & CEO- :
Indian Music Industry



