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25" March 2022
To,
Neerja Sekhar,
Additional Secretary,

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

Subject — In reference to the consultation with the film industry on proposed amendments to
the Cinematograph Act.

Respected sir,

The Indian Music Industry (IMI) is the apex body that represents the business and trade
interests of the recorded music industry in India. IMI is registered under the West Bengal
Societies Registration Act, 1961. We are writing this representation with reference to the
Consultation Meeting of Film Associations held on 4™ March, 2022, wherein 1&B Secretary
Shri Apurva Chandra said that the issues with respect to the proposed Cinematograph
Amendment Bill and anti-piracy will be addressed after consultation with the stakeholders of

the industry.

While examining the aforementioned subject, we would request you to please scrutinize the
problems faced by the Indian recorded music industry which in our market has a symbiotic
relationship with the film industry. This dynamic between film and music is unique to the world

and therefore makes record labels, authors, composers and performers important stakeholders.
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70% of music in India is film based.' The recorded music industry at a pan-India level is always
the first external investor in productions of the Indian film industry, where close to 1000 films

are produced yearly in India.?

The Indian film industry is estimated to lose around ¥22,000 crore and around 60,000 jobs
every year because of piracy.} Moreover, online film piracy showed a 62%"* month-on-month

increase from February to March 2020.

This piracy in the film industry also has a devastating effect on the Indian recorded music
industry, given that a song is easiest to download. If on average, an Indian film features 4 sound
tracks, the 2446° films produced within the country would mean 9,785° film soundtracks would
have been released in the same year. Therefore, the recorded music industry is affected by
piracy on two-fronts- one is film piracy and the other is music piracy. If music piracy is not
addressed on both fronts, it will eventually impact the Indian film industry since most Indian

films have an average of 4 songs per film’, and 70%?® of music consumed in India is film music.

IMI welcomes the recently proposed Cinematograph (Amendment) Bill 2021 (hereinafter
referred to as “The Bill), which introduces an anti-camcording provision under Section 6 AA
to control the menace of physical piracy. However, the Bill should also keep in mind measures

to combat online piracy, which is a major issue plaguing the creative sector today.

The digital era has enabled anyone with an internet connection to illegally copy and distribute
proprietary cinematographic content online. Just as recording devices such as camcorders
enable physical piracy, stream ripping websites, and peer to peer networks amongst others

facilitate digital piracy. In fact, it is estimated that digital piracy through such platforms that
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are host to music content, lead to revenue losses of INR 217 Cr. to INR 300 Cr. annually’ for
the recorded music industry. These online pirate platforms infringe the copyright in films where

music is imbedded in the movie.

Keeping all the above factors mind, in order for the Bill to be more effective in the digital era,
and for it to truly meet its stated objective of curbing piracy, it must take a more holistic
approach and introduce measures to tackle digital piracy. Thus, IMI humbly recommends
extending sanctions similar to those proposed for camcording under Section 7 (1A) of the Bill
against those who engage in uploading of infringing content on online platforms. This will act
as a deterrent for those who upload copyrighted content onto such pirate platforms, and will

provide copyright owners with ammunition to protect their content in the digital sphere.

Otherwise, allowing the current Bill to stand as is would be akin to criminalising pick-

pocketing on the streets but allowing pick-pocketing from e-wallets.

Best regards,

y p.
for NG
Bldlse Fernandes
"™~
President & CEO x
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